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them after their having borne testimony to the Unity, with
the preservation of their confessions from the darknesses of
doubt and hesitation ;* Who directs them to follow His chosen
Apostle, upon whom be the blessing and the peace of God!
Who maketh known to them, as touching His essence, He is
One and hath no partner; Singular, and hath no like ; Unique,
having no contrary; Separate, having no equal That He is
Ancient, having no first; Eternal, having no beginning;
Everlasting, having no end; to be described by glorious
attributes; subject to no decree; determined by no limits
or times; but is the First and the Last, and is within and
without

" Neither doth He exist in anything; neither doth any-
thing exist in Him ; neither is there anything besides Himself
in His essence ; nor is His essence in any other beside Him.
And that as to the attributes of His perfection, He wants no
additional perfection. And He is known to exist by the ap-
prehension of the understanding, and is seen, as by ocular in-
tuition, out of His mercy and grace, by the holy in the eternal
Mansion, completing their joy by the vision of His glorious
presence.

" And that He (praised be His name !) is living, powerful
mighty, omnipotent; not liable to any defect, or impotence ;
Who neither slumbers nor sleeps, nor is obnoxious to decay
nor death. To Whom belongs the kingdom, and the power,
and the might. His is the dominion and the excellency, and
the creation and the command thereof; the Heavens are
folded up in His right hand, and all the creatures are couched
within His grasp. His Excellency consists in His creating and
producing; and His Unity in communicating existence, and

* The difference between the Sheeites and the Soonees is one,
according to our ideas, of a political rather than of a religious
character. It is, indeed, considered religious by themselves^ be-
cause with them everything is religion.